
 
PROJECT  TYPE 
Roof retrofit — with Rich-E-Board        
Insulation  
 
PROJECT SIZE 
3,600 Square Feet  
 
OWNER 
General Services Administration (GSA) 
 
CONSTRUCTION SAVINGS 
• $20,000 - $30,000 
 
 
 
 
423 McFarlan Road, Suite 102  
Kennett Square, PA 19348 
(484) 294-1771 
Rich Collins | rcollins @r-50.com 
R-50.com 

INNOVATIVE PRODUCT, CREATIVE SOLUTION  
R-50 simplifies roof retrofit, lowering construction and 
energy costs 

 

11 West Quincy Court is a six-story building made of granite panels, brick, and 
a horizontally-articulated curtain wall. GSA owns the facility, which is located in 
Chicago's central business district and houses the Department of Labor, among 
other tenants. In 2012, the GSA planned a roof retrofit to enable the facility to 
exceed requirements for energy efficiency — part of an extensive redesign that 
earned the building LEED Gold Certification.  
 
Specific challenges, unique solution 
The roof retrofit initially specified conventional insulation, but that approach 
was unable to overcome several obstacles to success. To meet energy stand-
ards, the project would require a thickness of conventional insulation that 
would add unnecessary complexity to the project. It would also require an ex-
tensive retrofit that would inconvenience tenants and increase costs. Other 
obstacles — a limited staging area and a location that offered no crane access 
— required a creative approach. 
 
The owners identified a solution:  a thermoplastic roof membrane system    
featuring Rich-E-Board, a vacuum insulated roof panel system.  
 
Value before, during and after construction 
At less than 2” thick, Rich-E-Board delivers an R-value of 50 — and dramatically 
streamlines the retrofitting process. The advantages of R-50 were both imme-
diate and long-lasting:      
 
• Construction savings    The use of thin-profile Rich-E-Board enabled own-

ers to trim $20-30,000 from the original project design.   
• Design advantages   The innovative approach eliminated the need for me-

chanical contractors, waterproofing contractors and electrical contractors 
— and involved far less noise and inconvenience for tenants.   

• Energy savings   With a roof providing an R-value of 50, the owners will 
save up to $2,000 in heating and cooling costs — annually.  

 
To learn more about R-50 Rich-E-Board and see other case examples, visit        
R-50.com.   

Installing 1.5”-thick, R-50 Roof Panels  
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